TO ASSOCIATED PRESS

that unity is coming in the near future.  Each party regards it as
a national necessity.

Mr. Gandhi added that there might be a clash before that came about,
but whether they escaped that calamity or had to face it, unity was eventually
a certainty.

On the subject of Mr. Das's manifesto and his terms on which a settle-
ment might be reached, Mr. Gandhi said:

I prefer to say nothing until I have had a consultation
with Mr. Das. But I can say generally that I am bound
under the agreement, and even without it, not to embarrass the
Swaraj Party or Mr. Das personally in their political activity.

Asked to give his views regarding His Excellency the Viceroy's1 visit to
England, Mr. Gandhi said:

I know nothing of the nature of the negotiations and I do
not want to go by the newspapers, especially as I have become,
again of necessity, an indifferent reader of newspapers and bazaar
talk had never interested me. I do not know what Lord
Reading's mission is, I do not know the implications in Lord
Birkenhead's2 speech, much less do I know what is going on
behind the curtain.

The Statesman, 2-5-1925

3.   INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATEDIPRESS

CALCUTTA,
May 1, 1925

Mahatma Gandhi was spinning when a representative of the Associated
Press called on him this afternoon. Referring to the Das-Birkenhead discussions,
Mahatmaji refused to make any statement until he had seen Mr. Das per-
sonally. He did not want to embarrass his position by any statement at present:

1  have come to Bengal not to hinder, but to help Mr. Das,
as far as it lies in my power,

As regards the object of his extended visit to Bengal, Mr. Gandhi said he
had come here to study the possibility of Bengal so far as khadi is concerned,
to study the untouchability problem and to know the Hindu-Muslim relations
here. He had been for a long time tinder a promise to visit certain places in

lLord Reading (1860-1935); Chief Justice of England, 1913-21; Viceroy
and Governor-General of India, 1921-26; Foreign Secretary, 1931

2 Secretary of State for India, 1924-28